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PRAY —PRAY —PRAY 


The Southern Presbyterian Church is coming to the most crucial point in 
her history. Within the Church are two determined, active and potent 


groups. Strong feelings are being generated on both sides of the question 
of church union. 


PRAY that in this time of crisis in our Church the Holy Spirit may do a 
work which will bring joy and restore unity and fellowship within our 
own Church and bring honor and glory to His Name across the world. 


> 


But, as deeply concerned as many are over the question of church union, 
there is a matter of infinitely greater importance. This has to do with our 


attitude to God’s Word and the interpretation we hold as to the content 
of the Christian message itself. 


There are those who hold the Bible to merely contain the word of God. 
There are others who earnestly believe that the Bible is the Word of God. 
There results a vast difference, both in the content of the resulting mes- 
sage and in the power and authority of the message itself. 


PRAY that God shall send such an outpouring of His Holy Spirit upon us 
all that all doubts shall be resolved, differences thereby eliminated, and 


that we all shall go forward in and by the power of the Spirit—to honor 
and glorify His Name in all we do. 


PRAY — PRAY — PRAY — PRAY 
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1 EDITORIAL ; 


or 








Our Thirteenth Year 


With this issue the Journal begins its thirteenth 
vear of publication. 


Conceived in prayer, projected entirely on faith, 
but with a burning conviction that there was needed 
within the bounds of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
a publication dedicated to a clear statement and 
defense of the Gospel, God has given mulitiplied 
evidence of His help and blessing. 

Despite the impression held by some, this Journal 
has never had unlimited funds at its disposal. Rather 
it has been a living testimony that God puts it into 
the hearts of His own to help in causes which are 
worthy. We have never failed to meet a single bill 
when due. At the same time, we have often had 
only a few weeks’ operating funds in hand at once. 
It has been a marvellous story of repeated financial 
help coming at just the crucial moment. 


We have made mistakes, some of them grievous 
ones. Behind the scenes we have also been the un- 
happy target of unjust criticism and untrue rumors. 


} 


Such is to be expected. 


But, from the beginning, and on into the future. 
our daily prayer is that God will take this Journal 


and use it tor five aennite ¢ byectives: For the glory 


ot His Name, For the honoring of His Word. For 


the strengthening of the faith of its readers. Fo1 
the winning of souls, and, For the 
God’s Kingdom. 


dvancement of 


If you share in such an objective we most earnest- 


ly covet your prayers. 


L.N.B. 
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He Who Runs 
May Read! 


Read the religious articles in two of the current 
secular periodicals: Look, March 23rd and TIME, 
April 19th and see for yourself how little doctrinal 
accord there will be in the proposed Presbyterian 
union, Neither of these articles are critical of the 
views they present. Both are favorable. They speak 
for themselves, so that he who runs may read. When 
vou have digested the implications of the articles ask 
vourself a few questions. 


After our home and foreign mission boards are 
located in New York will the latitude here set 
forth engender more or less zeal and impetus for 
carrying out the Great Commission? Higher or 


lower per capita giving for missions? 


When secretaries and directors from this center 
are travelling over our conservative presbyteries 
tating that ministers need not accept the virgin 
birth of Christ since this is a test not used “except 
in minor groups,” will there be an increase of the 
unity of the Spirit? In Northern Japan a withdraw- 
al of fourteen Presbyterian congregations from the 
Kvodan recently occurred because the official repre- 
sentatives told the people this and that beliefs were 
not necessary. 


When Church publications are being 
stating that Isaiah and David, long 


spired men, but that their 


sent out 
dead, were in- 
writings are not in in- 
spired words, will this literature make for peace 
ind harmony? Our Lord Jesus declared that David 


himself said in the Holy Spirit, The Lorp said unto 


my Lord. sit thou ot eht hand, 
If we were already in the proposed Presbyterian 
union would we be pleased that our official spokes- 


man at the Second Asse of the World Council 
meeting at Evanston, would present the view that 


Christ’s personal return glory is “not an essential 















THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





oa met, oe oo 





lement in the Christian hope for the world,” or 
hat instead of His judging the living and the dead 
sin carries its own appropriate penalty and right- 
ousness its own reward”? Would that fairly repre- 
ent a Church that has recently gone forward under 
he banner: CHRIST—THE ONLY ANSWER? 








Will God be greatly honored by a merger in 
which the Presbyterian Church, U.S., ceases to bear 
her corporate testimony to the mighty miracles God 
wrought in the Incarnation and Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, that is, to His virgin birth and His 
bodily or physical resurrection. “Handle me and 
see: for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye behold 
me having.” Luke 24:39. 

*# # ## *£ &# # # 


When heresy came in like a flood, the ancient 
church erected against it her rule of faith in its 
two forms: The Canon Scripture its expanded 
form, and the Apostles’ Creed its compact form. 
And that Church stood when the Roman Empire 
was collapsing about it. 





When rationalism was sweeping the Western 
World, Presbyterianism in the American Colonies 
adopted the Westminster Confession and Catechisms 


Amazing Grace 


Stories and incidents from the London Campaign 
will surely be put in book form some day, for they 
make up some of the most fascinating reading of 
our times. In fact, when God’s Holy Spirit is work- 
ing miracles in the lives of hundreds of individuals 
each day it is but natural that Christians should 
both marvel and praise Him. 


We give herewith four heart warming stories: 


‘“_____’s wife was sitting in the audience at Har- 
ringay the other night when a man came in and sat 
down by her. Then another man came in and sat 
down by the first. They were obviously strangers 
to each other but they had one thing in common,— 
they did not like Billy Graham and they struck up 
a conversation and shared their opinions loud 
enough for those around to hear. Cynical and 
suspicious they aired their views: “These American 
evangelists - i"? 


“Then the service began. Then the sermon. Then 
the invitation. All was quiet. Suddenly the first 
man turned to the second: ‘I don’t know about you,’ 
he whispered loudly, ‘but I’m going forward.’ 
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come by a sense of sinfulness and guilt. When he 
got home he said to his wife: ‘I wish I could go to 
Harringay again, but I just don’t have the money.’ 
His wife thought a while and remembered: ‘I’ve 
been saving for an Easter outfit. Wait and I will see 
how much I have.’ When she had counted it she 
found there was just enough for two round-trip 
tickets to London. So they came and he was con- 
verted. She did not get her Easter outfit, but, the 
counsellor remarked, ‘He got a robe of righteous- 
ness’.”” 


on & 2: a @ 


“A clergyman wrote in to the Crusade office with 
a remarkable story. He had sent a man to Harringay 
to report on the services to him. The man returned 
and went to his vicar to report. It was a very cynical 
and critical report. Half way through he broke 
down crying. When the vicar asked what was the 
matter the man sobbed, ‘I’ve just got to be saved.’ 
Right then the vicar led this man to Christ and 
then sat down and wrote the Crusade office.” 


A chronic alcoholic, described as the “hopeless 
type,” came to Harringay one night and suddenly 
God’s Spirit shone into his soul. He gave his heart 
to Christ and said that instantly there was a glorious 
transformation in his heart, he knew he was freed 
from the desire for drink and a wonderful peace 
and new outlook on life took possession of him. 
Since then he has led four other notorious alcoholics 
to Christ with the same glorious results. 


Amazing grace. How we have sinned against 
God by limiting His mighty power and rationaliz- 
ing the work of the Holy Spirit! As one reads of 
what God is doing, in answer to the prayers of 
thousands of people around the world, we are con- 
victed in our hearts. Here in America we are peril- 
ously in danger of destroying faith in the power and 
authority of the Word of God. Many, many of our 
institutions and leaders are heading down the road 
to a powerless religion which trusts the critics 
rather than the Word; human speculation and de- 
duction rather than divine revelation. 


Alvin Steinkopf, London Associated Press cor- 
respondent, writes of the London Crusade: “How 
does he do it? What is the ‘secret’ this 35 year old 
preacher uses to pack Harringay every night? 


“Greater London newspapers, seeking to explain 
him, have sent their art, drama, and motion picture 
critics, religious editors and business and _ political 
analysts to observe the Graham ‘technique.’ The 
punch, they decided, was in the simplicity of the 
Graham message. He takes his Bible and says fer- 
vently, “This is it—the Word’.” 

If the cynical critics, editors and analysts of the 
secular press recognize the source of power and ef- 
fectiveness, surely we who are Christians, who pro- 
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fess to accept the Bible, must come to know that 
aside from God’s inspired Word there is no message 
worth preaching. 
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The Real Issue 


“Several months ago and | were traveling 
together in my car to a meeting of the Synod’s 
Council at - - - .In the course of our conversation 
about our church the church union question came 
up. He chided me about our group being separatists, 
said we should be good Presbyterians and be willing 
to abide by the decisions of our General Assembly 
and Presbyteries; that when the constitutional pro- 
cesses had been carried out that we should abide by 
the decision instead of making the threat of a con- 
tinuing church. | then reminded him that, according 
to a news item appearing in the May 22, 1953 issue 
of the Courier Journal of Louisville, Kentucky, 
this statement had been made: “Sentiment has been 
expressed by Presbyterians in Kentucky that if the 
two branches do not unite on the national level at 
the coming General Assembly, a union will be un- 
dertaken on the state level in Kentucky.” He replied 
that there was no way of controlling a thing like 
this and that, of course, we had determined men on 
both sides of the question. This conversation took 
place on the way to the meeting. 


After the meeting, and on our return that after- 
noon, he opened up the conversation again by saying 
that he had been thinking a great deal about the 
matter and that, after all, we have now a very 
serious division of thought in our church and that 
perhaps it would be better if our church would 
divide into two groups. He said ‘the division 1s 
along theological lines and is primarily on the posi- 
tion of the two groups on the matter of the in- 
spiration of the Scriptures.’”’ He further said “and 
I will admit that your Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal group represents the historic position of our 
church on this matter.”” He said: “I feel that you 
men are in line with the position of Hodge and 
Warfield.” I added: “Yes, and of Dabney.” He 
said: “Yes, that is true, but you do not represent 
the younger ministers of our church who have gradu- 
ated from Union Seminary, Louisville Seminary 
and Austin Seminary in the last twenty years.” 
Both he and I agreed that there could be no recon- 
ciliation between the two groups unless the Lord 
worked a real miracle along this line. He added: 
“One of the main reasons why I want to unite with 
the Northern Presbyterian Church is that they be- 
lieve as I do. Their theology is my theology.” 


—Name Withheld. 


Both of the men involved in the above discussion 
are most prominent in our Church and they had 
both the wide experience and the honesty to state 
the issue. There are liberals in both churches. There 
are evangelicals in both churches. But, by and large 
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t is the liberals who are totally committed to church 
inion and the ecumenical movement and the pro- 
posed union would but add to the power and in- 
juence of ecclesiastical and theological liberalism, a 
thing which could and would hurt the witness and 
testimony of evangelical Christianity, a witness and 
testimony so sorely needed today. Ed. 





Yale Divinity School, 
April 16, 1954. 


Editors, Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville, North Carolina. 
Dear Sirs: 


I read the re-print of the David Lawrence article, 
“Keep Churches Out Of Politics” (Journal, April 
1+), with considerable interest. I fully agree with 
you that the issue is serious and important, but 
probably from quite a different point of view. | 
wonder if the Journal isn’t also in basic disagree- 
ment with Mr. Lawrence on the theological issues 
involved. 


Mr. Lawrence states: “This is the time of all 
times for clergymen to teach Christianity and not 
to become sinners themselves in the unmoral pre- 
cincts of present-day politics” (italics mine). He 
distinguishes “the will of God and . . . the paths 
of truth and human love” on the one side, and “‘the 
factional strife of the political world” on the other. 


The clergy, according to Mr. Lawrence, should 
restrict themselves to teaching “Christian philos- 
ophy” which can be applied in “everyday life.” 


While this statement of the place of Christianity 
is acceptable as far as it goes—Christianity cer- 
tainly does apply to “everyday life’’—the statement 
brushes off the whole area of non-individual action 
ind policy as “unmoral” and therefore unrelated to 
Christianity. But can we accede to this theological 
judgment that Christianity is irrelevant to social 
issues?’ We have no right to limit the command, 
“Love your neighbor,’ to non-social issues. Christ 





said, “All authority (exousia) is given unto me.” 
When this is correlated with Paul’s statement, “the 
powers that be (exousia) are ordained of God,” it 
is clear that social issues—in this instance, govern- 
ing authorities—are related to Christ’s rule. A non- 
social Christianity is unacceptable. 


As I have said, | am convinced that the Journal 
really agrees with me and disagrees with Mr. Law- 
rence on this issue. | can remember, for instance, 
hat you have taken stands on such issues as the 


cial control of alcoholic beverages, the seeming 
munity of Roman Catholics to investigation as 
curity risks, the use of the atomic bomb ( relating 
is to justice and world order, and therefore to 
hristianity ), and bombing beyond the Yalu river. 
n occasion | have disagreed with the social stands 
it you have taken. But it is important to me to 
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preserve the principle that both you and I may take 
such stands, as Christians. The church constantly 
struggles with the problems of relating a transcen- 
dent message of God’s redemption to the actual 
affairs of this world. In this process there will be 
disagreements, but it is important that the process 
continue, 


Mr. Lawrence points out that social statements 
of the National Council and other church groups 
are “partisan” because they must come out on one 
side or the other in order to make relevant state- 
ments. But what he fails to notice is that failure 
to speak can also be partisan, because it implies 
the approval of the status quo. 


The issue of the relation of the Christian ethic 
and concrete social problems is a complex one. | 
cannot think, however, that Mr. Lawrence’s solu- 
tion, to wall off “unmoral” political life from 
Christian ethical judgment, is theologically accept- 
able. Perhaps some of your other readers, besides 
myself, would appreciate further editorial comment 
clarifying the Journal's position on this matter. 


—Sincerely yours, 
Robert G. Patterson. 


It is the position of this Journal that individual 
Christians have a social and moral responsibility 
the importance of which cannot be over stated. The 
Church also has such a responsibility. However, 
there are times when certain Church leaders under- 
take to use the name of the Church to bring pressure 
on one side or the other of issues where there is no 
clear leading, and on which men of equal piety and 
spiritual insight differ. To be specific: the proposed 
F.E.P.C. legislation is thought by many men, deep- 
ly concerned that injustices be removed, to be even 
more unfair than the ills it seeks to correct. In such 
cases the Church only beclouds the issue by entering 
the lists on one side. Again, the greatest single moral 
issue in America is the problem of alcohol. Not 
only is the Church failing to face that issue but 
some ministers are compromising it in their own 
personal lives. 


It is the conviction of this Journal that all of 
these moral and social problems center in the in- 
dividual and that no real solution has been found 
until the individual is made a new creature through 
faith in Jesus Christ. When this happens he will 
become the “salt” and the “light” the world so 
desperately needs. —Ed. 


From a T exas Layman Py 


Herewith check to renew my subscription (in 
advance). Please keep up the good work against 
union, and for the purity of the Gospel. Here’s one 
Southern Presbyterian who is not going along with 
union under the present plan. Only God knows 
where we will find “pure religion and undefiled” 
if this union takes place. 











From a Presbyterian U.S.A. pastor in New York: 


I wish to commend and applaud the splendid 
article replying to Dr. Bonnell’s statement in Look 
magazine, entitled, “What Is A Presbyterian?”. 
(Articles by L.N.B. in March 3lst issue, and by 
Vernon W. Patterson in April 7 issue of Journal). 
Before reading your article, | wrote to Dr. Bonnell 
in protest, saying that he had libeled the Presby- 
terians, that he had stated only what Modernist- 
Liberal “Presbyterians” believe (or do not believe). 
He has not replied. 


Your review pointed out the same facts I had 
called his attention to in my letter. Praise the Lord 
for Presbyterians like you who stand wholeheartedly 
on the Old Book, and who faithfully prociaim the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. | would that the 
Northern Church and the Southern Church, too, 
would stand as you do. 


A United 
Presbyterian Speaks 


We carry below an article by a United Presby- 
terian pastor which is worthy of earnest considera- 
tion. The fact that its publication was declined 
elsewhere is also worth pondering. The author of 
the article writes as follows: 


To the Editor ; 


“I am enclosing a paper which I call an open 
letter to the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
I sent this to the “Presbyterian Life’ of Philadel- 
phia, asking them to publish it as an expression of 
the attitude of numbers of United Presbyterians op- 
posed to the proposed merger, even if the editor 
and the leaders of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
might not agree with it. | tried to avoid unkind or 
critical statements, while being frank. But the editor 
returned it with a colorless note which | took to 
mean that they did not wish to let their people 
know of any opposition on the part of United Pres- 
byterians. But | believe this conviction on the part 
of numbers in our Church, who have not been par- 
ticularly vocal, ought in all fairness to have pub- 
licity. If you can make use of it in the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, you are welcome to do so, 
although I think it better not to publish my name, 
unless asked for it, since this is not a mere personal 
opinion.” 


Open Letter To The Presbyterian 


Church In The U.S.A. 
By A United Presbyterian Pastor 


As followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, we desire 
the unity and fellowship of believers. As loyal 
United Presbyterians, we desire to continue to live 
in our own spiritual house and not to be merged 
into the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. We 
believe that these two statements are in harmony. 
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We assure you we would not assume a “holier 
than thou” attitude, nor do we wish to give offense 
to brethren. We do not claim to be better than 
other Christians and therefore to stand aloof. We, 
as others, are sinners by fallen nature and by un- 
worthy practice. As a Church, we are smaller and 
poorer than many others and we do not wish to be 
proud, but we do claim the right to be somewhat 
distinctive and to feel that we can best serve the 
Lord, our neighbors, and ourselves, by remaining 
under separate human administration. Some of your 
own wise and eminent leaders have voiced agree- 
ment with that opinion. 


Moreover, we are not at all desirous of losing 
completely our identity, for that is what this mer- 
ger would necessarily mean. The consummation of 
this merger could not possibly bring about a true 
union. Our Church constitutes only about 6% of 
the membership of the three Churches included in 
the proposal. What sort of union could there be 
between, say, a bear and a squirrel, except a very 
brief process of mastication, alimentation, and as- 
similation? ‘The squirrel] would better seek his own 
knot-hole. If every member were to go in, or be 
herded in, there would not be a union Church, but 
only a Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. which 
has over 70°% of the members, and thus an over- 
whelming voting strength. The only suggestion of 
compromise would be in the changing of “in” to 
“of” in the title and perhaps the deletion of the 
word “America.” The other two Churches would, 
you know, just disappear, with the only remem- 
brance a possible epitaph, ““Here lies—’. If some 
portions, sometimes sneeringly called “splinters,” 
should decline to be merged, there would still, no 
doubt, be as many Churches as before, plus a great 
deal of regret and heartache, for which many would 
hold you responsible. Even if we were more nearly 
alike, each ought still to be able to remain under 
his own human ecclesiastical administration, to pre- 
fer the liberty and hominess of his own cottage, 
along with true neighborliness, rather than to be 
ousted by a vote of some ministers and a few elders 
in General Assembly and presbyteries, and ordered 
to give over his estate and take modern quarters 
in a common apartment building, however large and 
grand these might be. 


We believe too that such a merger would be a 
detriment to your own Church. You do not need 
the additional members and resources from the 
United Presbyterian Church. If it were despoiled 
and obliterated, the result would be largely a feel- 
ing of injustice, a “root of bitterness,” or a state of 
religious complacency. Certainly neither your people 
nor ours want such to come to pass. We want what 
Jesus wants, that we should have free unity with 
all true believers, of your Church and of all other 
Churches of Jesus Christ, Protestant, Eastern Or- 
thodox, Roman Catholic, etc., 


without _ pres- 
surized getting together 


“in this mountain” or in 
an earthly Jerusalem, to worship in formal unison 
or in a physical or federal “union” by a vote of 
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cclesiastical officials. We want to have “the unity 
f the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 


We firmly believe that our Covenanter and Se- 
eder fathers, contending against prelacy and secu- 
larism, were not more schismatic than the fathers 
if the Reformation and therefore we, their children, 
should not be urged or wheedled or bullied, by our 
wn or other politicians, to repudiate our convic- 
tions, our name, our history, our Church organiza- 
tion, our Psalmody, our strict evangelicalism, our 
very existence, in this persistent campaign for mer- 
rer, 


It should be recognized that every Church and 
every Christian has an inherent freedom, in belief 
and in the manner of worship and service. If some 





members are dissatisfied, in our Church or in yours, 
they should be permitted to transfer their member- 
ship, without contention or blame, to another 
Church body where they may worship and serve 
the Lord in a congenial atmosphere; but neither a 
group of discontented passengers nor a critical 
chauffeur has a moral right to dispose of the family 
car on his own initiative and authority. 


Since it means so comparatively little and of such 
doubtful benefit to you and so tragic an end to our 
Church, we implore you, if you consider us brethren, 
not to push further this human scheme for a contro- 
versial and undesirable merger. 


—Sincerely yours, 
A loyal United Presbyterian. 











THE DIE IS CAST 


By Paul D. Hastings 
Reidsville, N.C. 


For some years there have been those in our 
Church who have been trying to liberalize the 
work of our Board of World Missions. Not daring 
to openly challenge Dr. Fulton, or members of the 
Board, they have tried under the guise of a “deep 
concern for the worldwide mission of the Church,” 
to change the basic conception of Christian missions 
which has been maintained by our Church. 


It seems passing strange that our Board of World 
Missions, composed of men and women represent- 
ing every viewpoint within the bounds of our 
Church, and having as its Executive Secretary, Dr. 
C. Darby Fulton, the man who is recognized as the 
outstanding missionary statesman in America to- 
day, should find itself under review, with covert 
but very real criticism from a group in our Church. 


In the first place, the appointing of the special 
\d-Interim Committee to investigate the work of 
the Board was done in a way which was entirely 
out of order. | was a Commissioner to the 1952 
General Assembly in Charleston, West Virginia. 
The standing rule of the General Assembly was 
that “no motion or resolution introducing new 
matters not already before the various committees 
shall be in order later than the afternoon session 
of Monday.” The Docket of the Assembly was set 
through a morning session on Tuesday so most of 
the Commissioners, expecting the Assembly to end 
sometime during the afternoon, checked out of their 
hotels so that they could drive as far as possible on 
the way home. The Assembly continued on into 
i night session and at that time, WITH HALF OR 
MORE OF THE COMMISSIONERS HAVING LEFT, and 
he remaining ones not wanting to get into a pro- 
onged debate that would carry the Assembly over 
nto another meeting the next day, a motion to 
stablish this Committee to examine the World 
\lissions program of our Church was presented 
nd passed. This action is found on page 88 of the 
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1952 General Assembly Minutes which reads as 
follows: “The Assembly suspended the rule con- 
cerning the introduction of new matter and enter- 
tained and adopted the following RESOLUTION. 
That an Ad Interim Committee of nine members 
be appointed by the Permanent Nominating Com- 
mittee for the purpose of studying the whole mis- 
sionary obligation and strategy of the Church in 
today’s world, reporting its progress in 1953, and 
presenting its final report, if possible, in 1954.” I 
am convinced that if this resolution had been 
PROPERLY PRESENTED to the entire Assembly and 
fully discussed, this Committee would have never 
been appointed, 


Of the 432 Commissioners of this Assembly over 
half of them or 258 had gone home. Of the remain- 
ing 174 there were 105 who voted for the appoint- 
ing of the Ad-Interim Committee and 69 against 
its appointment. In other words less than one fourth 
of the Commissioners voted to appoint the Ad-In- 


terim Committee. 


Our Church as a whole not only has complete 
confidence in the leadership and program of our 
World Mission work as directed and carried on 
by Dr. Fulton, his staff, members of the Board and 
the missionaries in the fields, but also takes 
deep pride in this work. There was no more justifi- 
cation for the appointment of a Committee to review 
its work and program than to review the work of 
any of the other Boards of our Church. Then why 
was such a Committee appointed, which action in 
itself was a reflection upon our entire World Mis- 
sion leadership and program? For several years 
before the Charleston Assembly there had been a 
strong persistent effort made by a group to have 
our Church support the I[nterdenominational Chris- 
tian University in Japan. Although our Japan Mis- 
sion and the World Mission Board had turned this 
project down as being unwise for our Church. The 
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Presbytery of East Hanover overtured the Charles- 
ton Assembly “to instruct its Board of Foreign 
Missions to give positive support to this great edu- 
cational venture.” The Assembly answered this 
overture in the negative. The report of this Ad- 
Interim Committee, which was published in full 
in the April 19th issue of The Presbyterian Out- 
look, fully justifies the belief held by many mem- 
bers of the Charleston Assembly, that this same 
group was behind the appointing of this Commit- 
tee, for the purpose of liberalizing the work of our 
Board of World Missions and is a direct attack 
upon Dr. Fulton, his staff, the Board, and mission- 
aries in the field, for holding firm to the historical 
position of our Church in its mission program, 


The report itself is so unjust in its criticism of 
some of our missions and their work, that it can 
be but the product of some individual, or individ- 
uals, who have HEARD BUT ONE SIDE OF A STORY 
and based their report on that biased viewpoint. We 
are told that one of the five meetings of this Com- 
mittee was held in New York and, “In New York 
it met distinguished missionary leaders from many 
parts of the world and from many denominations and 
inter-denominational bodies in addition to a meet- 
ing at the United Nations with Frank P. Graham 
and others.” 


This meeting in New York with the leaders of 
other denominations must have had a profound in- 
fluence upon this Committee as we read the follow- 
ing recommendations which it makes to the coming 
General Assembly: 


Recommended. “That our Church reaffirm its 
policy of inter-church cooperation and apply this to 
all our mission fields; that in particular the Japan 
Mission be asked to bring its program into harmony 
with the theological position and cooperative policy 
of the home church.” 


Recommended: “That our Board of World Mis- 
sions immediately approach the foreign missions 
boards of the U. S. A. and U. P. Churches and 
offer to engage with them in coordinated planning 
and effort 
service.” 


for world-wide missionary witness and 


Recommended: “That a part of the training of 
all missionary candidates shall be in the interde- 
nominational training school of the Division of 
Foreign Missions.”’ (National Council of Churches.) 


“That we seek to achieve the 
ideal of partnership in evangelizing and building up 
the Christian Church.” 


Recommended : 


Recommended: “That our Board be encouraged 
to assume its full responsibility in all cooperative 
planning and budgets of the Division of Foreign 
Missions of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America.” 


The above recommendations to the coming Gen- 
eral Assembly call for many comments and questions 
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such as—What proof is this Committee offering to 
the General Assembly to show that the “Theological 
position and cooperative policy of the Japan Mis- 
sion” is out of harmony with the home Church? I 
have just finished reading a history of “The Japan 
Mission of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States and The Protestant Missionary Movement 
in Japan” by Dr. W. A. Melllwaine of the Japan 
Mission which clearly shows that the Japan Mis- 
sion is in full accord with the Theological position 
of the Church here at home. 


One wonders why the unwillingness of the Japan 
Mission to cooperate in the Japan International 
Christian University and the Board’s sustaining of 
that position is mentioned. BUT THERE IS NO REFER- 
ENCE TO THE FACT THAT THREE GENERAL ASSEM- 
BLIES HAVE SUSTAINED THAT ACTION. The tenor of 
this report is that our Board of World Missions 
is not sufficiently cooperative with other Christian 
groups. But, just the opposite is the case, for the 
Board has exercised both vision and judgment in 
cooperating with every worthy effort to evangelize 
the world. 


In reading this report and the above recom- 
mendations, one is impressed with the fact that the 
Board of World Missions is in a far better position 
to determine policies than those to whom ‘“‘coopera- 
tion” has become a fetish. We do not believe the 
ecumenical movement should take precedence over 
what we believe Presbyterianism stands for with its 
value to the Christian witness of the world. In this 
report there is no apparent concern or conviction 
that our Westminster standards are of enough value 
to be preserved. There is more interest in a united 
FRONT than in a united FAITH and a united TESTI- 
MONY. 


brought out in the statements 
contained in the report as to the Korean Church. 
Keep in mind that this Church has been built upon 
such a solid foundation that it has even grown in 
the midst of persecution and war, and has been 
called by many of the outstanding religious leaders 
of the world, “the nearest thing to a New Testa- 
ment Church in existence today.”’ And yet this Com- 
mittee says this in its report, ““The Theology of the 
Korean Church is much narrower, more literalistic 
and intolerant than that of our own church.” Such 
a statement is utterly unworthy of a supposedly un- 
biased fact-finding Committee. By whose standards 
is that great Church called, “narrow, literalistic 
and intolerant”? Certainly not the Standards of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church. If full autonomy 
is given national churches—and it should be—does 
this Ad-Interim Committee propose that our Church 
shall force liberalism on the Korean Church? The 
critical reference to Theological 
Irom some outside 


This is certainly 


education comes 
(presumably in New 
york), and not from our own mission or mission- 
aries. 


source 


There are many other comments that should be 
made upon this report but time and space will not 
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ermit. One other fact should be kept clearly in 
ind as we evaluate the worth of this Ad-Interim 
ymmittee’s report and recommendations to the 
ming General Assembly. We are told that this 
ommittee ‘‘met five times for a total of eleven 
vorking days, with a great deal of work going on 
etween meetings.” There are no ten men and 
women in our Southern Church, no matter how 
sincere and honest they might be in their work, 
that could meet five times, over a period of eleven 
days, and make a report and 22 recommendations 
concerning the World Mission program of our 
Church, which our General Assembly should seri- 
usly think of approving. It would be absolutely 
mpossible for such a Committee to make as wise a 
lecision on policies, problems and programs as can 
our Executive Secretary, his staff, the members of 
the Board and the missionaries on the field, all of 
them together pooling their wisdom, experience, 
and facts, in the decision to be made. The more 
facts which anyone has to make a decision upon, 
the wiser that decision will be, and certainly those 
responsible for our World Mission program have 
many more pertinent facts upon which to base their 
decision than would an outside Committee, some 
of whom had never been on a mission field. 


The report of this Ad-Interim Committee should 
be received by the General Assembly As INFORMA- 
rlON ONLY, and referred to the Board of World 
\issions for consideration. If the Church does not 
trust its present Board, and its Executive Secretary, 
it is free to make any changes it thinks necessary. 
But, until that time, the Church will honor itself, 
and do the right and proper thing, if it reaffirms its 
fullest confidence in those to whom we have en- 
trusted the conduct of our World Mission respon- 
sibility. 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 58 
Capturing Youth For Christ 


A certain miller stated that his plant became in- 
tested with rats and mice. He procured a half dozen 
ood mousers to keep in the mill to aid in extermi- 
iting the pests. Although he used every means to 

} ‘make “mill life” comfortable and pleasant for these 
| cats they would remain for only a few days, then 
} «isappear. Several times he repeated the effort by 
: stalling more cats, but with the same result. Some- 
e suggested that the vibration and noise of the 
ichinery got on their nerves and drove them away. 

he then procured a half dozen very young kit- 
ns and domiciled them in the place of the adult 
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cats. It worked, The kittens became inured to the 





vibrations and noise while young, and they remained 
to do a very effective work as they grew up. 


Once at Montreat where a large group of mis- 
sionaries and ministers were gathered, a test was 
made by calling on all to stand who had answered 
the challenge to whole time Christian service while 
in their ‘teens, or earlier. More than three-fourths 
of them stood up. “Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it” is a Proverb (22:6) which still holds good. 


Here follows an “experience” which shows how 
wise it is to help teen-agers to make an early de- 
cision for Christ. 


Dear Anglers: 


I had a Sunday School Class of eight 12 and 13- 
year-old boys. Four of them, upon arriving at ma- 
turity went into the ministry; two became lawyers, 
one a physician, and one landed in the penitentiary. 
Seven were won to Christ while in their “teens” and 
the eighth one was lost. It is one of the great regrets 
of my life that I failed to land No. 8. He was a 
bright and most likable boy, but he got into bad 
company and the devil claimed him. I am painfully 
aware that | did not do for him all that I might 
have done. | never saw him after his court trial. He 
was taken ill and died very soon after beginning 
his sentence. | sometimes wonder how I will feel 
in heaven when I see the seven among the redeemed 
—and No. 8 missing. 


But it is the boy who became a doctor about 
whom I am writing you. He came to the class from 
a home which was rather loosely identified with 
another denomination, and when he made his de- 
cision and accepted Christ as his Saviour I told 
him I would talk to his mother and get her consent 
to his joining the Presbyterian church. *Mrs, Con- 
nor was a widow and rarely attended any church 
service. When | told her of *Archie’s decision she 
promptly said he was not old enough to know what 
he was doing; that she could not see any change in 
him ; he was not any more obedient, nor any kinder 
to his sisters since his “decision” had been made, 
and there was danger that he would not hold out, 
and that would be worse than if he made no pro- 
fession at all. She would rather he would wait until 
he would be older and know better what he was 
doing. I told her she was running a much greater 
risk by blocking the boy’s way to salvation, causing 
him to postpone. | asked her if she ever prayed with 
her boy. She answered “O yes, I have taught him 
to pray at my knee at bedtime.” “But,” I asked, 
“do you ever pray with him?” No, she had not done 
that. Finally she consented, and Archie was re- 
ceived on profession of his faith, baptized and en- 
rolled as a member of our church. That boy, upon 
finishing high school, went to Davidson College, 
worked his way through and was president of the 
college Y.M.C.A. From there to the medical col- 
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lege. He is now a very busy physician and surgeon 
in one of our Southern cities. He has three nurses 
and a secretary to help him with his crowd of 
patients. Not only that, but he is an elder in the 
First Presbyterian Church, attends every session, 
as also the Sunday services. (Other doctors have 
marveled how he does it). His steadfast Christian 
faith and influence serve to make him one of the 
mountains of strength in his community. He is a 





living demonstration of 11 Timothy 2:15—‘Study 
to show thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed.” Think of what a 
great loss it might have been to the Church if that 
lad had not been encouraged to take his stand for 
Jesus Christ when he wanted to! 


—(Name withheld). 
*Not their real names. 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR MAY 16 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Elyah Rebukes Ahab 


Background Scripture: I Kings 21. Devo- 
tional Reading: Psalms 32. 


This lesson might be thought of as a Drama in three acts: I. 
Ill. A Prophet’s Message, or we might divide it this way: 


Queen, and 3. A Fearless Prophet. 
| 


A Pouting King, II. A Plotting Queen, 
1. A Weak, Covetous King; 2. A Strong, Wicked 


Our Devotional Reading, Psalms 32, is one of David’s Penitential Psalms, and would seem to point to 
the latter part of this chapter where Ahab is humbled and seemingly repentant, for it says of him, “that he 


rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, 
and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and went softly.” 
There must have been something genuine in his 
repentance, for God says, “because he humbled him- 
self before me, | will not bring the evil in his days, 
but in his son’s days will I bring the evil upon his 
house.” (compare I Kings 22:37-38, and II] Kings 
9:24-26). This is fulfilled when Jehu smites Jeho- 
ram and gives orders that he be cast into a portion 
of the field of Naboth the Jezreelite. Ahab himself 
was slain in battle and buried in Samaria. The 
chariot in which he rode was washed in the pool 
of Samaria and the dogs licked up the blood, as 
the prophet had foretold. 


| read a very good story once entitled ‘‘Naboth’s 
Vineyard’; the story of a greedy, covetous man 
like Ahab, and the punishment which came to him. 
Covetousness leads to many crimes, and is at the 
bottom of our Story today. 


I. A Weak, Covetous King; Ahab: 
21 :1-4. 


Naboth had a vineyard close to the palace of King 
Ahab. The king wanted it for a garden of herbs 
as it was near his house. He offered to give Naboth 
a better vineyard or to give him the worth of it in 
money, but Naboth refused both offers. He was 
unwilling to give up the inheritance of his fathers. 
He had good reasons for his refusal. In Leviticus 
25:23 God commands, ““The land shall not be sold 
forever: for the land is mine’: and in Numbers 
36:17 we read, “So shall not the inheritance of the 
children of Israel remove from tribe to tribe: for 
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every one of the children of Israel shall keep him- 
self to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers.” 
This would seem to indicate that they should be 
slow to let the land get away from the families to 
which it had been given. 


The reaction of Ahab is characteristic of weak, 
but wicked men. He was heavy and displeased; he 
laid himself upon his bed, and turned away his face, 
and would eat no bread. We have seen spoiled chil- 
dren act this way; also some spoiled grown-ups; 
we usually call it “pouting.” 


Il. A Strong, Wicked Woman: 
Jezebel: 5:16. 


Jezebel, whose very name has become a synonym 
for all that is worst in women, comes in and finds 
her husband “pouting,” and asks the reason for his 
sulkiness. He tells her, and she scornfully replies, 
“Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Israel?” 
Ahab might have very truthfully answered, “No, 
you are the boss,’ for she was “the power behind 
the throne.’’ She was diabolically wicked, but no 
one could call her weak. “I will give thee the vine- 
yard of Naboth the Jezreelite’; and she laid her 
plans shrewdly. 


She writes letters in Ahab’s name and seals them 
with his seal, and sent the letters to the elders and 
nobles of the city where Naboth dwelt. She com- 
mands them to proclaim a fast, and have Naboth 
brought before them, and set two men, sons of 
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All you need to know about 


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


The most complete book 
on how to organize, 
publicize and operate 

a Vacation Bible School. 


Search the libraries, prowl 
through the book stores, rum- 
mage into every nook and 
corner—and we challenge you 
to find anywhere a more valu- 
able book on Vacation Bible 
School than this . . . It’s 
crammed with all the informa- 
tion you need to know about 
Vacation Bible School 
solid, down to earth how-to- 
do-it information on running 
a Vacation Bible School — 
from the opening publicity 
gun to the closing demonstra- 
tion program. 1954 DVBS 
Guidebook 

for teachers and 


Here are the contents directors 
of this amazing book 
on VBS—beautifully illustrated 


Section! Section II! 
Importance of VBS in the Recommended calendar of Complete description of 


total church program events in preparation for VBS. aLL-BIBLE VACATION 
Values of VBS ministry Handy check list for SCHOOL materials: 
How to finance your VBS selecting curriculum Nursery through Adult 
Abridged directory of Planning publicity and Worship service suggestions 
successful Bible schools promotion Salute to flag and Bible 
Dedication service for workers How to adapt materials to 
Visitation program teaching situation 
suggestions Preparing handwork 
Teacher’s chart of pupil's 
Section IV 


characteristics 
Comprehensive demonstration 
program with which to 
climax your VBS 
Following up VBS for 
Sunday School 


Section Il 

Selecting your VBS staff 

Organizational chart of 
personnel 


AAY 5, 1954 


| | | 
Complete Introductory Packet 


Handy preview of the com- 
plete 1954 Scripture Press 
VBS Course. 

Contains Teachers’ Manuals 
and Pupils’ Workbooks for 
each of five departments. In 
addition, Nursery and Be- 
ginner Handwork Packets and 
a copy of ‘“‘God’s Wonders.” 
(Cash value $3.50) 


Tips on discipline 


OYes, I want the free copy of the 1954 DVBS 
Guidebook for Teachers and Directors, “‘God’s 
Wonders.”’ Please send immediately. 

OEnclosed please find $3.25 for which send me 
your complete Introductory Packet of 1954 

BS materials. 


DE setieenitaencsenncsnss 
GEE F cttiemnanipinnmn ae 


STATE.......... 


Scripture Press, 434 So. Wabash Ave., Chicago 5, Ill. 


Order From Your Local Dealer or 


SCRIPTURE PRESS, 434 South Wabash, Chicago 5, Illinois 


PAGE 11 








Belial, to bear false testimony to the effect that Na- 
both had cursed God. The penalty for this sin was 
stoning, and they were to see that this was done. 
The law seemed to be that the property of one 
guilty of such a death could be confiscated by the 
crown. Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take possession 
of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he 
refused to give thee for money: for Naboth is not 
alive, but dead. So Ahab went down to take posses- 
sion of the vineyard. 


When David committed his terrible sins the 
record says, The thing which David did displeased 
the Lord. The same could be said of this sin of 
Ahab and Jezebel. Whether Ahab knew the plan 
of Jezebel and how she carried it out, we do not 
know, but he is held guilty, for he was the king, 
and he no doubt had an idea at least of what his 
wife was doing. This kind of “land-grabbing” is 
being done on a wholesale scale in our day. Nations 
like Russia and “Red China” are busy “gobbling 
up” all the “Naboth’s Vineyards” that they covet, 
and they adopt about the same methods which were 
used by this wicked queen so many centuries ago. 
For instance, in North Korea the native Koreans 
are being deported to far away provinces in China, 
and Chinese Communists are being given their land. 
Millions upon millions of “Displaced Persons” are 
wandering about, or have been sent to Siberian 
slave camps. I am sure that such things are displeas- 
ing to the Judge of all the earth, and that awful 
retribution is in store for such “gangster” nations, 
who are destroying the earth. The Lord will some 
day “destroy those who are destroying the earth.” 
We are often tempted like the Psalmist to ask “How 
long?” How long will He allow such wickedness 
to continue. Let us be patient, for “The coming of 
the Lord draweth nigh.” 


Our nation, while guilty of many sins, has never 
been a “Robber Nation.” We have given indepen- 
dence to many lands that were conquered in war, 
like Cuba, and the Philippine Islands. There have 
been one or two exceptions to this rule, but no one 
can rightly call us an “Aggressor Nation.”’ We are 
certainly not a menace to the free people of the 
world, but are trying to be a friend to other coun- 
tries. 


Covetousness, whether in individuals or nations, 
is a sin which inevitably leads to many other sins, 
like murder and war. “Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness.” 


Hl. A Fearless Prophet: 
Elijah: 17-24. 


Jezebel had not been able to carry out her dire 
threat against Elijah—the threat which had caused 
that prophet to run away into the wilderness. God 
protected his faithful servant from the wrath of 
the queen. “And the word of the Lord came to 
Elijah the Tishbite, saying.”’ It was a fearful mes- 
sage which he was to deliver to the king. A weaker 
man would have tried to do as Jonah did later, run 
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away from a task like this. Elijah was a man of 
courage as a usual thing. It was a dangerous mis- 
sion, and well he knew it, but he unhesitatingly 
goes to Ahab with the word of the Lord. We are 
reminded often in our study of Elijah of that other 
fearless prophet, John the Baptist, and his rebuke 
of Herod. 


Notice the words of Ahab when Elijah appears: 
“Hast thou found me, O mine enemy?” Elijah 
was the enemy of all that was evil. I suppose that 
Mary, Queen of Scotland, always thought of John 
Knox as her “enemy.’’ Wicked men fear and often 
hate those who rebuke them. It is a subtle tempta- 
tion to preachers to flatter those in authority. | 
know that we should “honor the king,” but there 
come times when we must “rebuke the king.” | 
feel that a few Elijahs are needed today, for there 
is much wickedness in high places as well as low. 
Our leaders seem to be so much afraid of the Liquor 
Crowd that they will neither speak nor act against 
this number one evil of our day. Expediency and 
appeasement seem to take the place of national 


honor. We will “sell a weak country down the 
river’ in order to keep from offending some strong 


nation, 


Elijah pronounces doom upon the house of Ahab 
because he had sold himself to work evil in the 
sight of the Lord. The prophet tells Ahab that He, 
the Lord, will make his house like the house of 
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat. We see how this was 
done under Jehu who was raised up for that pur- 
pose. He also tells the king that, “In the place 
where dogs licked the blood of Naboth = shall 
dogs lick thy blood.” (See Chapter 22:37-38). Ahab 
himself should be buried, but his sons should be 
eaten by dogs and fowls of the air. 


For Jezebel an even more awful fate was in 
store: “The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of 
Jezreel.” (See II Kings 9:30-37). She was thrown 
from the wall, and when they went to bury her they 
found no more of her than the skull, and the feet, 
and the palms of her hands. 


| fear that we have become too “sentimental” in 
our preaching. We seem to be afraid to speak the 
whole counsel of God. The “wrath of God’ is 
spoken of in the Bible as well as the “love of God ;” 
He is not only Love, but also a CONSUMING FIRE. 
I delight in telling the story of His great Love, but, 
if I am true to Him, I must tell of His Wrath. No 
amount of preaching on the Love of God can reach 
some people; we can only take the message of con- 
demnation and judgment; sometimes a stern mes- 
sage will make people see their danger. 


On Jezebel—a devil incarnate—the message of 
Elijah had no effect. It did make her husband see 
his sin and danger. He at least went through all 
the outward motions of Repentance. Whether it was 
deep enough to result in his being saved is doubtful, 
perhaps. He “went softly” and God suspended 
judgment during his lifetime. Our judges today 
often give what is called a suspended sentence, They 
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ronounce sentence upon a man but do not enforce 
+ as long as the guilty person behaves himself. This 
vas true of Ahab. Perhaps if some stern prophet 
ould rise up in America and preach as Jonathan 
dwards did in New England, our people would 
e aroused from their lethargy and complacency. 


| cannot agree with an article I saw in a paper 


the other day on the danger of preaching on the 


wrath of God.” The writer seemed to think that 
il we had to do was to preach on the Love of God 
ind men would come to Him. | am sure that Love 
s a greater thing than Fear, but sometimes we 
nust make people fear before they will realize their 


condition and danger. Let us be true to the Word 
of God. 


This dramatic chapter is one that can be easily 
remembered. Its many lessons are obvious. One is 
let us watch out for 
this sin in our own lives; it will lead to many other 
sins. Another lesson is this: God punishes sin. A 
third is that Repentance brings a reprieve, and for- 
giveness, if our repentance is the right sort. If a 
sinner like David can be forgiven; if God forgave 
Ahab after all his wickedness; if God could forgive 
these and other notorious sinners, He will forgive 
me, if | really repent. 


the Danger of Covetousness; 
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The World Council of Churches 


LYEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn: “Heralds Of Christ Who Bear The 
King’s Commands” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Philippians 2:1-11 

Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign Where‘er The Sun” 

Offering 

Hymn: “Blest Be The Tie That Binds” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


We are beginning another unit of three programs 
dealing with the universal nature of the church. 
Che emphasis in this unit will be on the World 
Council of Churches. It is especially fitting that we 
give some thought to this organization and its work 
since its second general meeting is to be held in oul 
nation this vear. This meeting is to be held at 
Evanston, Illinois, in August. Six hundred official 
delegates representing forty-three different countries 
will be present. In addition to the official delegates 
there will be a host of observers including one hun- 
dred and twenty youth consultants. The theme for 
“Christ—The Hope of the World.” 
[his theme reminds us of the Program of Progress 
slogan which our own church was using just a few 
vears ago, “Christ—The Only Answer.” 


the meeting is 


Our speakers have taken as their task to acquaint 
us with the organization and work of The World 
Council of Churches and to point out some of the 
worthwhile possibilities of this body. 


First Speaker: 


The idea of the World Council is more than 
fifty years old, but the actual organization had its 
official beginning at Amsterdam, Holland in 1948. 
At that first meeting there were 1400 people repre- 
senting 147 churches and 44 nations. The theme 
of that meeting was, ““Man’s Disorder and God’s 
Design.”” The basis of admission to membership in 
the Council is very simple, a profession of belief in 
Christ as God and Saviour. This basic creed led to 
the admission of at least one Catholic church, the 
Greek Orthodox Church, but it excluded the Uni- 
tarians who do not believe that Christ is God. 


The seal of the World Council is interesting, and 
we ought to be able to recognize it. (Try to get 
a picture of the seal and hold it up for the young 
people to see.) ‘he boat pictured is similar to those 
used by fishermen on Galilee. The mast points to- 
ward heaven and the yard arm forms a cross. The 
Greek word written around the top of the seal is 
the one from which we get the word ecumenics 
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(pronounced ek-u-men’-iks). The ecumenical move- 
ment has as its final goal the unification of all 
churches under one organization. 


At the 1948 meeting a permanent organization 
was established. The Council has a Central Com- 
mittee and an Executive Committee which have con- 
tinued to function since the general meeting in Am- 
sterdam. There are eleven departments which carry 
on the tangible work of the Council between general 
meetings. The next speaker will describe the work 
of two of these. 


Second Speaker: 


One of the departments of the World Council is 
that of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. 
In view of the millions of homeless people in Europe 
and Asia as a by-product of the recent wars, it is 
obvious that this department has a tremendous op- 
portunity to give service to those who are in real 
need and to do it in the name of Christ. In the 
early days of the church the Christians provided for 
the needs of each other. In recent years the church 
has tended to surrender its charitable responsibilities 
to the civil government, and in so doing we have 
lost a valuable opportunity to bear witness to Christ. 


Another department of the World Council is 
that of Youth Work. One of the main activities 
of this department has been to organize and con- 
duct international work camps. A number of Chris- 
tian young people from different countries would 
be organized into a construction group. As a ges- 
ture of good will and helpfulness they would en- 
deavor to repair or rebuild some structures which 
have been rendered unusable. Ordinarily this work 
has been jone in war devastated areas. It can hard- 
ly be argued that this system is financially efficient, 
but the value of international understanding and 
good will is thought to make the work camp idea 
a very worthwhile one. 


Third Speaker: 


We must never become so enthusiastic about any 
movement, however good it may be, that we think 
of it as an end in itself. This is true of the World 
Council of Churches. It is not to be thought of as 
the Kingdom of God itself, but it can be used of 
God for His glory, if we will let Him use it. The 
World Council of Churches can become a powerful 
means of Christian people around the world help- 
ing each other in time of need. It ought to be used 
as an instrument to build up our knowledge of God 
and our faith in Him. The movement for greater 
understanding must not be allowed to minimize the 
importance of our faith. Finally, the World Coun- 
cil has an opportunity to work toward the great 
goal of making Christ known as Saviour through- 
out all the dark places of the world. Let us pray that 
this may be the first great aim of the Council and all 
its members. 
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PROGRAM LEADER: 


As we approach the time when so many Chris- 
tians from other lands will be coming to the Evan- 
ston meeting, let us be praying for the Christians 
of our own nation that we may give the kind of 
witness for Christ that will be expected of us, since 
we are at least by name a Christian nation. 
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A Layman’s Views 
On The Merger 
By Kenneth S. Keyes 
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Women’s Work 


Women’s Training School 
June 14-19, 1954 














The Sixth Annual Training School for leaders 
in the Women of the Church, Synod of Appalachia, 
is scheduled for King College, June 14-19, 1954, 
under the leadership of Mrs. R. A. Dobyns, Dean 
and Synodical President; Mrs. W. B. Harkins, 
Program Chairman; and Mrs. F. $. Clayman, 
Chairman of Local Arrangements. 


Courses to be offered, which will be “credit” 
work toward a Certificate and/or a Diploma in 
women’s work, will include: How To Study The 
Bible; Church Extension; Stewardship; Program 
Building ; Christian Citizenship; and Church Music. 


A registration fee of $3.00, payable in advance, 
with $15.00 for room and board, payable at the 
college will be the cost. 


It will be necessary to BRING drinking glass, 
sheets, pillow cases, towels, and if desired, bed- 
spreads, blankets, bath mats. 


For Conference study and credits, bring Bible, 
Credit Cards earned in other schools, note books, 


pencils, Work Books, and Handbook. 


The purpose of the school is to give inspiration, 
information, fellowship and training for a more 
effective Christian life and leadership among the 
Women. 

Mrs. R. N. Peeples, Rogersville, ‘Tenn., will 
serve as Registrar, and registrations, accompanied 


by a fee of $3.00 (which cannot be returned) should 
be sent to her as early as possible. 


For further information ask the President of the 
Women of your Church, or write Mrs. Peeples. 
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MONTREAT 


Home of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


“Here 


Best 


Life’s 
Knowledge and 


of the 
Supplies.” 


in the Light 
Christianity 
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1954 SUMMER CONFERENCES 


Asheville Presbytery Young People June 7-12 
Knoxville Presbytery Young People . June 7-12 
College Professors . June 8-13 
Appalachia Synod Young People June 14-19 
Abingdon Presbytery Pioneers June 14-19 


June 21-25 

June 22 - Aug. 4 

. June 24-29 
June 29-30 

. June 30-July 7 


Young Adult Conference ‘ 4 
Institute For Outgoing Missionaries 
Women’s Advisory Council 
Presbyterial Presidents 

Women’s Training School 


Directors of Christian Education July 8-13 
Superintendents’ Council July 8 
Superintendents’ Conference July 9-12 
Children’s Work Council . July 8-12 
Leadership School July 13-22 


Assembly’s Youth Council 
School of Church Music 
World Missions Conference 
Church Extension Conference 
Stated Clerks’ Association 
Ministers’ Wives’ Forum 
Bible Conference 


July 22-29 
July 22-29 
July 29 - Aug. 4 
Aug. 5-12 
Aug. 17-18 
Aug. 17-19 
Aug. 12-22 
Recreation 


Inspiration ... Education ... 


Spiritual Strength 


MONTREAT SUNDAY — MAY 30, 1954 


Montreat’s Needs For Enlargement Are Pressing 


Its Larger Service To Our Church 
Depends Upon Your Gift 


“BRETHREN, PRAY FOR US!” 











Women Plan 1954 Meeting 


\t Bristol, Va. 


The annual meeting of the Women of the Synod 
of Appalachia of which Mrs. R. A. Dobyns, Dub- 
lin, Va., is president, will be held at the Central 
Presbyterian Church, Bristol, Va., on June 17, 
18, 1954. 


At the same time the annual Training School 
will be in progress at King College. Programs will 
be scheduled so that delegates to the Training 
School can attend the synodical and those at the 
synodical can share in some features of the Train- 
Ing School. 


Each Presbyterial sends one official delegate. 
These with the official board of the Synodical and 
of each Presbyterial constitute the membership of 
the Synodical. 


For further information consult your local Presi- 
dent. 
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LISTEN TO THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
PRESBYTERIAN U. S. SERIES 


SUNDAY, MAY 9 
Topic: 
‘“‘Where People Are 
Made” 
Speaker: 
Dr. John A. Redhead 


Consult Local Station 
For Time 


Write For Copies Of 
Messages 


Division Of Radio & Television — Atlanta, Ga. 








Twenty-Ninth Annual Conference 
For Negro W omen Of The 
Synod Of Appalachia 


The Women of the Synod of Appalachia will 
sponsor in 1954 the 29th Annual Christian Con- 
ference of Negro Women, at Knoxville College, 
Knoxville, Tenn., from June 7-12, under the leader- 


ship of Mrs. R. M. Goss of Knoxville. 


Local organizations are urged to send qualified 
Negro women from their community, at a cost of 
$14.50 each, of which $3.00 is a registration fee 
and $11.50 for room and board, if they stay at the 


ct | lege. 


Where two or more groups can join to send a 
delegate, they are urged to do this or to send a 
contribution to Mrs. Goss to enable others to at- 
tend. 





The Blessed Book 


Oh, Word of God! Oh, blessed Book! 
Into that store of wealth I look 

To seek, with awe and fearful care, 
To learn of Wisdom written there. 


To see God's Will revealed I would, 
And ponder things not understood, 
Thus |, unlearned, unstable, wrest 
To be in Truth illumined, blest. 


Unaided, none may plumb the deep; 
No mortal eye alone may reap 

The Knowledge, much to be desired, 
From written words our God inspired. 


The hidden Wisdom God ordained 
Before Creation, now contained 
Within His Word and therein sealed, 
Is by His Spirit thence revealed. 


Oh, Holy Spirit, be my Guide 

That in my heart God’s Word may hide, 
And light the way each time I look 

Into the precious, blessed Book. 
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The Vacation Fund 


Below is a typical note of thanks from one of 
the recipients of a check from the Vacation Fund 
last summer: 


“T can never express my gratitude sufficiently for 
the good that your check for $50.00 has done to me 
personally and to my churches in extending my 
vacation long enough to really do some good. | 
came back to my field of service with renewed vigor, 
with renewed inspiration gained from the Confer- 
ences attended at Montreat, and with a larger 
vision of opportunities which are already bearing 
fruit in the work of these two churches to which | 
minister. For example, the First Church has begun 
a Sunday evening service, which neither they nor 
| felt we could carry on before. 


“Another real benefit from the Vacation Fund 
was that with that assistance my wife and | were 
able to stay at Geneva Hall, where she, who is my 
chief ‘Pastor’s Aid,’ was able to have a real vacation, 
free from church and household responsibilities, 
and with the same opportunities for spiritual, men- 
tal, social, and physical refreshment.” 


A Correction From Richmond 


In the April-June issue of Presbyterian yYouTH, 
in the section for the Christian Outreach Commis- 
sion, some misinformation was given. regarding 
White Cross work. (See bottom of page 74+). White 
Cross supplies are the special responsibility of the 
Women of the Church, with specific localities as- 
signed to each Synodical. Therefore, please disre- 
gard this suggestion in Presbyterian YOUTH. 


However, new and very urgent appeal for relief 
goods, including clothes, blankets, sheets, sewing 
needles and thread, soap and other items has just 
been made. If your Senior High Fellowship is in- 
terested in such services to people in need around 
the world, write to the Department of Interchurch 


Aid, Board of World Missions, Box Nash- 


ville 1, Tennessee, for specific instructions. 


330, 


We sincerely hope that this has neither caused 
confusion to the Church, nor interfered with the 






Let these teaching pictures help you 
win more souls to Christ! Make the 
Bible come ALIVE ...let folks SEE as 
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Hold Their Attention with ‘Tabernacle’ Pictures 


list of teaching, “Tabernacle” pic- 
tures. Bible stories; Illustrated 
Hymns; Easter, Christmas, Mission- 
ary and Children’s series. Filmstrip 
and 2 x 2 slides. Prompt shipment. 
Get these visual aids now. 


TABERNACLE PICTURES, Dept.SPJ, P. 0. Box 1143, Tacoma 1, Wash. 
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significant service of the Women of the Church in 


White Cross Work. 
Department of Youth Work, 


Board of Christian Education, 
Richmond, Virginia. 


Oakboro Church 


The Oakboro Presbyterian Church of Oakboro, 
N. C., was enriched by a recent Revival under the 
leadership of Rev. R. G. Balnicky of the Troy Pres- 
byterian Church. The pastor, Rev. Don Coffey, 
testifies to the spiritual growth resulting from the 
meeting. 


Prof. 1. G. Wilson—Resigned 

Davipson, N. C. Professor Iain G. Wilson of 
the Davidson College Bible Department, has_re- 
signed his position effective at the end of the cur- 
rent school year to accept the pastorate of the Frank- 
lin Street Presbyterian Church, Baltimore, Mary- 
land, it was announced recently by Dr. John R. 
Cunningham, President of the College. 


In announcing the resignation of Professor Wil- 
Dr. Cunningham stated: “The call which 
comes to Professor Iain Wilson from the Franklin 
Street Presbyterian Church in Jaltimore, one of the 
conspicuous pulpits in the nation, is an honor to 
him and indirectly to Davidson College. 


son, 


“It is with genuine regret that we relinquish 
Professor Wilson from his position in the Bible de- 
partment. He has won the friendship and admira- 
tion of our entire college community.” 


Augusta s First Church's 


150th Anniversary 


First Church, Augusta, Ga., “birthplace of the 
Southern Presbyterian General Assembly,” celebrat- 
ed its sesquicentennial May 2-5 with a 
special services that featured 
church and officials of the denominational courts. 
The program outlined as follows: 
—Dr. F. Crossley 
Church, subject 
Today”; Sunday 


series of 
former pastors of the 


Sunday morning 
Morgan, 14th pastor of First 
“Presbyterianism in the World of 

night—Dr. Robert Strong, the 
present pastor, subject “The Gospel of Presbyterian- 


ATTACK!—tLivingstone and Lion 
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n”’; Monday night—Dr. Robert Excell Fry, 15th 
astor, subject “The Contribution of Augusta First 
» the Cause of Christ”; Tuesday night—Dr. Cary 
N. Weisiger, II], 16th pastor, subject “Presby- 
erianism and World Missions”; Wednesday night 
addresses of greeting by Dr. Frank W. Price, 
\loderator of the General Assembly, Dr. Harry K. 
{olland, Moderator of the Synod of Georgia, Rev. 
lack M. Kennedy, Moderator of Augusta-Macon 


Presbytery. 


When the church celebrated its centennial an 
storical volume was issued, and a supplement cov- 
‘ring the last fifty years of First Church history has 
iow been published, 


The congregation consisted of only about 50 
nembers when the cornerstone of the church build- 
ig was laid in 1809, but they were people of great 
vision for the present auditorium can seat 700. Pastor 
luring the Civil War was Rev. Joseph R. Wilson, 
vhose son Woodrow Wilson became the 27th Presi- 
lent of the United States. In 1883 the Telfair 
Building was erected to house the Sunday School 
ind other Christian education activities. Renova- 
tion and enlargement became the order of the day 
with the lifting of building restrictions after World 
War Il. The fine addition, the Belle North Wing, 


was completed in 1951. 


Latest in a series of First Church outpost efforts 
is Cliffwood Chapel. Services began in 1952 in a 
house planned for eventual use as manse. An army 
chapel was secured, moved to the corner site donated 
by the developer of the new community where the 
chapel work and rebuilt with improvements, An 
assistant pastor will be called to have the special 
responsibility of this new undertaking. Elder Henry 
B. Martin is chapel superintendent. 


In another form of outreach attempt First 
Church has been broadcasting its evening service 
for over four years. The pastor conducts two relig- 
ious question and answer programs over the radio 
weekly, 


It may be fairly said that although First Church 
treasures its great tradition the congregation is 
with alertness and hope directing its gaze principal- 


ly toward the future. 





Stated Clerk Georgia Synod 


Due to the continued illness of Rev. C. F. Monk, 
[ have reluctantly accepted his resignation as Stated 
Clerk and Treasurer of the Synod of Georgia, and 
have appointed Rev. L. B. Gibbs, Clayton, Georgia, 
to fill out his unexpired term. All communications 
‘oncerning the Synod should now be addressed to 
Mr. Gibbs. The Synod will hold its 1954 Stated 
Meeting at Presbyterian College, Clinton, S. C 
July 13, 14. 


Harry K. Holland, Moderator, 


Synod of Georgia. 
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of glitter in bright colors. Apply glue and 
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Veridian Presbytery 


The Spring meeting of the Presbytery of Meri- 
dian was held in New Augusta, Miss., April 20, 
1954. Present: twenty nine Ministers and thirty 


nine Ruling Elders. 


R. G. Schwanebeck, the Moderator, presided. 
W. W. Bagby is Permanent Clerk. The doctrinal 
sermon was preached by T. J. Wharton on the 
subject: “God’s Sovereignty in Salvation.” The 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered. 
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James H. Bartlett, a member of the First Church, 
Laurel, and senior in Louisville Seminary, was 
licensed. He was given a letter of transfer to the 
Presbytery of Columbus, Synod of Ohio, U.S.A. 
Presbyterian. 


Rev. Victor O. Augsburger was received from the 
Presbytery of Boston, U.S.A. Presbyterian, and his 
call to the First Church, Biloxi approved, and Com- 
mittee to install him appointed. 


Presbytery approved the call of the First Church, 
Hattiesburg, to Rev. W. J. Stanway, and Com- 
mittee appointed to install him. Also approved call 
of the Ocean Springs Church to Mr. Jack J. Wolf, 
a senior in Columbia Seminary. 


A Memorial service was held for the late Dr. 
W. H. McIntosh, who served as pastor of the First 
Church, Hattiesburg, for thirty five years. The 
memorial paper was read by Dr. G. L. Tucker, and 
Presbytery was led in prayer by Dr. J. C. Crane. 
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PuriTAN SAGE — COLLECTED WRITINGS OF 
JONATHAN Epwarps. Virgilius Ferm. Library Pub- 
lishers, 8 West Fortieth St.. New York, N. Y. 
Price $7.50. 


Jonathan Edwards was born in what is now 
known as South Windsor, Connecticut, October 5, 
1703. It was the same year that witnessed the birth 
of John Wesley. He descended from two distin- 
guished families. He was the only son among eleven 
children. His earlier education was in his father’s 
study but he developed even in boyhood an innate 
keenness of observation of the ways of nature and 
a capacity for intelligent reasoning that were pro- 
phetic of his mature powers. When not quite 13 
years old, 1716, he entered Yale College. He gradu- 
ated in 1720 at the head of his class. 


While in college, Jonathan Edwards read all 
philosophical works he could procure. Later, he 
became absorbed in theology. Competent appraisers 
are willing to concede that Jonathan Edwards was 
one of the greatest philosophers of 18th century and 
one of the outstanding theologians of all times. 


Edwards was marked early in his ministry as a 
preacher of power. He combined both intellectual 
and emotional elements in his discourses. His ser- 
mons were of tremendous logical power and often 
fitted in his imagery. He set forth God’s absolute 
sovereign right to deal with men either in salvation 
or damnation, the joys of the Christian life and 
the fearful terrors which he felt were the certain 
lot of the wicked. Such preaching had powerful 
effect. To Edwards’ thinking, nothing deserves the 
name of religion that falls short of absolute change 
of disposition wrought by the Holy Spirit and 
showing itself as the unselfish law of divine things 
because they are holy and a life of Christian con- 
duct toward one’s fellow men. 


Driven. from his parish at the age of 47 with a 
family of ten children, he ultimately found employ- 
ment in 1751 in the little frontier village of Stock- 
bridge, Massachusetts. He became pastor of this 
church and served as missionary to the English 
“Society for Propagation of the Gospel in New 
England” to the Indians settled there. To him, the 
change was in many ways an exile, but it gave him 
relative leisure to produce the works on which his 
fame as a theologian and philosopher rests. To Ed- 
wards, the years in Stockbridge were his intellectual 
harvest time. 


The editor of this volume felt since the year 
1953 marks the 250th anniversary of the birth of 
Jonathan Edwards, something appropriate should 
be done to note the occasion as a tribute to his 
stature as America’s distinguished theologian and 
philosopher. This volume is issued as such a tribute. 
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Many of Edwards’ greatest productions are 
found in this volume. Among such we note “The 
Insufficiency of Reason as a Substitute for Revela- 
tion,’ “God is Glorified in Man’s Dependence,” 
“A Divine and Super-natural Light Immediately 
Imparted to the Soul by the Spirit of God Shown 
to be Both as Scriptural and Rational Doctrine,” 
“Tustification by Faith Alone,” “The Justice of 
God and the Damnation of Sinners,” “The Excel- 
lency of Christ,” ““The Sinner in the Hands of an 
Angry God,” ‘“Treatice concerning Religious Af- 
fections,” ““Fare-well Sermon,” “Treatise on Grace,” 
“Dissertation Concerning the End For Which God 
Created the World.” 


A few years ago men were saying that contro- 
versies carried on by Edwards were ancient issues. 
Today we see that these same issues are very much 
alive. Jonathan Edwards has a real contribution to 
make to our own day. He had a consciousness of the 
reality and presence of God that we need. God was 
not to him a being remote and obscure. He was the 
closest of friends, and the highest object of his 
loyalty and adoration and love. Here is a man of 
ibiding power and the collected writings edited by 
Dr. Ferm show us the sources of his power. Here 
is a great book for our day and the days to come. 


—John R. Richardson. 


“Bopy or Divinity.” By John Gill. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $10.00. 

John Gill was born at Kettering in North Hamp- 
tenshire, November 23, 1697. His parents were 
middle class English citizens who were able to pro- 
vide their son with a fine classical education. The 
lad was such a devoted student of books that when 
the people of the neighborhood desired to express a 
certainty, they would say, “It is as sure as that 
John Gill is in the beok seller’s shop.” This same 
studious disposition followed him into the ministry 
and later they would say, “As surely as Dr. Gill 
is in his study.”’ He was ordained to the gospel 
ministry in 1720 and though he was known as an 
acceptable pastor, he was primarily thought of as 
a man of letters. His first book was on “The An- 
tiquity of the Hebrew Language, Letters, Vowel 
Points, and Accents.”’ Scholars of the first class ex- 
pressed themselves astonished at the erudition so 
conspicious in this volume, 


Augustus Toplady, the author of the hymn 
“Rock of Ages,” said of him, “If any man can be 
said to have trodden the whole circle of human 
learning, it was Dr. Gill.”’ But Gill is remembered 
by posterity primarily for his ‘“Bopy or Divinity.” 
his was his last work and contains the substance 
if his best theological thought. This work has been 
steemed highly by theologians, especially for its 


vise treatment on the Divine Perfections. 


Gill’s theology was not popular with the Anti- 
lkomians for he maintained the Law as the rule of 
he Christian believer’s conduct. He was not popular 


AAY 5.1954 








A challenge ... a hand to guide ... a 
Christian Home away from Home 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 








Che Sunday School Times 
(published every week) 


gives you ten unusual helps on the 
International Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons 


Also— 


@Specia! articles of Inspiration and Instruction. 

@ Religious Survey of the World. 

@ Articles on Sunday School Methods. 

@ Occasional articles on Archaeological Discoveries. 

@ Book Reviews. 

@ Helps on Christian Endeavor Topics. 

@ Editorials and Notes on Open Letters. 
Subscription Rates: Single subscription, $3.00 a year. In 
clubs of five or more, $2.50 each per year (in U. S. dol- 
lars). In Canada: add 25c for postage. 


Special Introductory Offer: Eighteen weeks for $1.00. 
(In Canada, $1.10). 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co. 
P. O. Box 177N Philadelphia 5, Pa. 








FOR SALE—New home in Montreat, on level, 
corner lot, conveniently located, three bed- 
rooms, two baths, fireplace, insulated, two 
large porches, knotty pine panelling, $14,- 
000.00. Photograph furnished. C. S. Betts, 
Box 593, Black Mountain, North Carolina. 











with the Arminians because he defended the five 
Calvinistic points, but Calvinists and Evangelicals 
found Gill to be a real thologian and a courageous 
defender of the Christian faith, Gill never dealt 
with any subject superficially or by halves. He went 
to the bottom of everything he engaged in. His 
judgment was trustworthy and his discernment 
acute. He wrote in a manly style with directness 
and perspicuity. 


Adherents of the Reformed Faith will not follow 
Gill in all of his theological viewpoints, especially 
on the Sacraments. Nevertheless, all good Calvinists 
will rejoice in this work that magnifies the sovereign 
grace of God and defends it so ably. 


John R. Richardson. 
Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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WHAT SOME THINK 


<+@->———— —_ 


Two ministers of the U.S.A. Presbyterian Church were visitors 


in Montreat, one an active Pastor in the North, the other a for- 
eign missionary. 


A friend asked the Pastor what he thought of the proposed 
union of the Churches. 


He replied as follows: “We would welcome you Southern Pres- 
byterians into our Church, but, frankly, I think you would be 
crazy to vote for this union.” 


When this observation was made the same friend turned to the 
foreign missionary and asked his opinion. 


Here is his reply: “Jf I were in your place I would fight this 


proposal with everything I had. You have nothing to gain and a 
great deal to lose.” 





During the past week this office has received letters from two 
active Pastors in the U.S.A. Church, one formerly in our own 
Church. The latter, at one time strongly in favor of union, 
urges us to stay out of it because of his experiences and obser- 
vations. The former, Pastor of a large Church, urges us to stay 
out of the union because he is convinced we have a testimony to 
maintain and which will be largely lost in the event of union. 
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